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from health we turn now to politics and who says no democrats want to run against george bush on tuesday 
paul song this will announce he is seeking the democratic presidential nomination who is he well he is 50 
years old he is a former massachusetts senator and he will be the first democrat in the field natangus faces 
two immediate challenges to have his candidacy taken seriously and to convince people he is not a clone of 
michael dukakis lisa myers explains why the jokes began almost the moment songa said he might run well 
let's see he's a liberal he's from massachusetts and he's got a greek name boy that sounds like the winning 
combination doesn''t it let him laugh paul zangas should be taken very seriously senator john glenn served 
with songus in the senate he's a very serious and thoughtful person and i think anybody that takes him lightly 
is making a very big mistake low-key earnest genuine songhus has made a political career out of being 
underestimated he was a big underdog when elected to the house in 1975 and to the senate only three years 
later but his biggest battle came in 1984 when then senator saugus announced he wouldn't run again 
because he had lymphoma a form of cancer a year from now i will begin a new career and i'm looking 
forward to it but more than that i'm looking forward to being with nikki and ashley and katina and molly ina 
way this office would never allow with the help of a bone marrow transplant radiation and chemotherapy 
songs beat cancer with his survival came a new sense of purpose today unlike many presidential candidates 
songus is driven not by naked ambition but by a mission i want america to regain its economic independence 
its preeminence i want america to gain control of its own economic destiny although liberal on most issues 
songus rejects traditional democratic dogma on economic 


00:02:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=OCejdW8qHJo&t=120s 





traditional democratic dogma on economic and energy policy in favor of what he says works he favors capital 
gains tax cuts a marriage with corporate america nuclear power and a steady increase in the gasoline tax 
every year you get three cent or five cents nothing critical but so that when people go out to buy cars they 
will keep that in mind on foreign policy songs opposed the use of force in the persian gulf he considers his 
two years in ethiopia as a peace corps volunteer his most important foreign policy credential elsongus might 
have a remote chance of winning the nomination if the field includes the likes of governor wilder of virginia 
and senator gore of tennessee but if a heavyweight heavyweight like new york's governor cuomo gets into 
the race tsongas almost certainly is tilting at windmills garrick lisa myers in washington thank you and indeed 
george bush looking at the public opinion polls must feel very good about his re-election prospects next year 
but for the democrats the challenge is not only to come up with a strong candidate to run against bush but 
also a clearly defined program that will be popular with the voters and this week they were trying just to do 
that here's our chief congressional correspondent andrea mitchell eleven months into the recession 
democrats are trying to make sure they don't join the unemployment lines in 1992. so this week they issued 
a call to arms an action plan for economic recovery but they offered no specifics where's the beef compared 
to the bush administration's plan this is filet mignon supreme and when will they ask that it isn't possible for 
us to give you uh an absolute deadline today but we are going to commit ourselves to this undertaking what 


the democrats are offering is a lot of talk about tax fairness a tax cut for the middle class paid for by higher 
taxes on the rich this draft obtained by nbc news suggests a variety of ways to cut taxes on families with 
income of 75 000 or less and raise taxes on people earning over 
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and raise taxes on people earning over one hundred thousand dollars but the democrats can't even agree 
among themselves on what to propose and an unhappy looking dan rostinkowski in charge of writing tax 
laws is refusing to consider any tax cut in the face of huge deficits besides tax fairness do they have any 
other issues right now health care could be won it's being pushed by west virginia senator jay rockefeller now 
being talked about by powerful democrats as a possible contender at least 33 million americans are 
uninsured and they are in fact one car accident or one illness away from financial ruin and on friday house 
democrats issued their own report blaming the administration for a health care system that is terminally ill 
what this does is take the latest data and show conclusively that the administration's failure to act is going to 
bankrupt this country when it comes to health care but more than that when it comes to our economy but 
traditional democratic politics can't work this year there is simply no money for new government programs 
even some democrats realize it i'd like to see a very comprehensive health plan and i think the plan that 
they're speaking of could get to that the ultimate question is where will the dollars come from and where will 
the money come from something the president was quick to point out my first question would be how do we 
pay for all these wonderful things and do we worry about the deficit i do and do we stay within the budget 
limits but i'm which i'm determined they will stay within so try as they might democrats are still searching for 
anything that might excite voters so far they have no real candidates no specific programs and no money to 
pay for campaign promises seemingly not a great start for challenging a popular incumbent president andrea 
mitchell nbc news washington in just 13 months the democrats will convene in new york to nominate a 
candidate for president of the united states but there is no front runner and president bush looks tough to 
beat 
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president bush looks tough to beat as nbc's andrea mitchell reports now the party is trying to get its act 
together here they come the democratic field and their party leaders meeting for two days at a virginia horse 
country estate to assess the damage and look for chinks in the president's political armor george bush is 
very vulnerable in 1992 because this administration has absolutely no domestic agenda the obstacles are 
daunting for the first time in years no big democratic names are vying for the nomination this close to the first 
primaries and caucuses even fellow democrats joked that the likely candidates could use a charisma 
transplant has the budget straight jacket got you down tired of having sand kicked in your face in november 
the democratic field so earnest so sincere so boring mario cuomo isn't boring but he refused to take part in 
today's summit cuomo says he has no plans to run but that doesn't stop him from taking shots from the 
sidelines especially at moderates in the democratic leadership conference your democratic leadership 
conference sounded to me very much like the republicans frankly uh instead but they wear a jackass instead 
of an elephant at the lavish estate of party supporter pamela harriman potential candidates were told to focus 
on the economic pain of the middle class i believe that the research confirmed what any work a day politician 
would find who went out and just talked to real people that they have real problems real concerns they don't 
think they're being addressed at the national level they were told to hammer that home aggressively so when 
i hear george bush and his fat cat republican friends tell me that they're building a conservative opportunity 
society i got a one word reply democrats have their own fat cats ready to ante up if only they hada 
contender no one wants to lose 
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contender no one wants to lose some candidates like senator gore if he runs in 92 and fails then 96 is going 
to be very tough some of the biggest names probably will wait until 1996 but a field for 92 is starting to 
emerge and party leaders want to be sure that democrats at least don't embarrass themselves this time 


around andrea mitchell noc news washington on focus this evening the 1992 presidential election the 
democrats chances do they have any well four years ago at this time six democrats were already in the race 
in the seventh jesse jackson was getting set to run in the race in fact all seven candidates had already 
debated on national television the nomination was thought of as a prize worth having then this year well this 
year the democrats have only one announced candidates so far another possible contender richard gepharat 
dropped out this past week and other would-be candidates are searching for an issue and an identity when 
will the democrats get going lisa myers at the white house tonight with some answers good evening lisa good 
evening derek for those who aren't political junkies who view presidential politics as a 20th century form of 
torture there's bad news in six weeks we'll have a full-fledged presidential campaign gephardt's 
announcement that he won't run set lesser-known candidates scurrying for his supporters for the relative 
unknowns the hour already is getting late the iowa caucus is only six months away because of the practical 
things that need to be done to get a campaign going everybody other than two people mario cuomo and 
jesse jackson have to make a decision and be running by labor day if they hope to be serious candidates in 
1992. by september former massachusetts senator paul songas the only candidate so far is likely to be 
joined by senator tom harkin of iowa senator jay rockefeller of west virginia and governor bill clinton of 
arkansas also to decide by then are senator al 
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also to decide by then are senator al gore of tennessee who says not to rule him out yet and governor 
douglas wilder of virginia whose candidacy is now in question because of his damaging feud with senator 
chuck robb despite the absence of a field the shape of the campaign already is emerging democrats agree 
that their only shot at beating president bush is on domestic issues like the economy we were never meant to 
have america's workers ranked ninth in the world in wages but with possible signs of recovery the economy 
may not play for them either so some are emphasizing health care we have to act now quite frankly to make 
sure that you don't have to be a rockefeller to afford decent health insurance in this country beyond that the 
party is sharply divided liberals like harkin argued that the party just needs to do a better job of selling old- 
time democratic values the issue isn't jobs held slaves had jobs what we want are well-paying long-term 
secure jobs others claim that the message is wrong that the party has to change to win back the middle class 
the very burden middle class we're talking about have not trusted us in national elections to defend our 
national interests abroad to put their values into our social policy at home or to take their tax money and 
spend it with discipline but even that might not be enough some democrats worry that their candidates don't 
have the stature to compete with a popular commander-in-chief it's awfully hard if you're going to play 
professional football to move the ball down the field when you've got 165 pound linemen the challenge for 
the democrats is daunting ronald reagan's pollster says that george bush is much stronger today politically 
than reagan was at this point in his re-election campaign and as you recall garrick reagan carried 49 states a 
big win but 
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reagan carried 49 states a big win but lisa did the democrats have anything going for them right now yes 
garrick they do the paradox is is that the same polls that give president bush sky high approval ratings also 
find that increasing number of voters believe the country itself is headed seriously in the wrong direction in 
addition some pollsters are beginning to find that voters wonder whether george bush is president of the 
world or president of the united states meaning he may be spending too much time with the problems of 
kuwait and the soviet union and not enough time with those here at home all right potential issues for the 
democrats but you need a candidate to articulate those issues who what about mario cuomo he's well known 
sir there's going to be increasing pressure on cuomo to run particularly because of the stature gap with some 
of the lesser-known candidates as cuomo said this week that he has no plans to even make plans to run and 
while predicting mario cuomo as the most hazardous venture in american politics i don't think he's going to 
be a candidate all right we'll see what he does thank you very much lisa meyers good evening will the 
presidential campaign never end this time four years ago americans were asking that question this year 
everyone's asking when it'll begin today it did the democratic national committee is meeting in los angeles to 


devise a strategy for taking on the most popular president in the history of popularity polls and to meet the 
risk takers willing to make the race long shots all lisa myers has been watching them and joins us now good 
evening lisa good evening mary alice the mood among democrats is relief relief that they finally have 
candidates even if they're not the first string and relief that the campaign against george bush finally can 
begin the next president of the united states governor bill clinton for the candidates the dnc meeting is the 
political equivalent of a coming out party unknown to most of america some also are little known within their 
party still democrats seem ready to make the best of what they have it's time that we get our chins up off our 
chests and start looking forward to what we can do some suggested that running a bunch of 
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some suggested that running a bunch of unknowns might even be good because we've got a set of 
candidates who have little to lose which means they're willing to take risks and maybe they'll even talk about 
the truth to the american people the democrats have made progress in the last few months they agree that 
their message should be aimed at middle class voters that bush is vulnerable on domestic issues and that 
they're up for a fight but there the consensus ends senator tom harkin of iowa features unremittingly personal 
attacks on bush george herbert walker bush has got feet of clay and i'm going to take a hammer to those 
speed in the next year arkansas governor bill clinton says personal attacks on a popular president are a 
mistake that democrats must emphasize real solutions to real problems we have to control health care costs 
improve quality take care of long-term care do more in preventive care maintain consumer choice and cover 
everybody and believe it or not we can do it for less than we're spending if we have the courage senator bob 
carey of nebraska who didn't attend today promises national health insurance for all americans i don't want 
any american to go to a welfare office to get health care other candidates challenge the party's liberal 
economic dogma the private sector is where the growth is going to come from no goose no golden eggs we 
must cut tens of billions in federal spending that we cannot afford although just about everyone is running as 
an outsider none more than former california governor jerry brown his message the entire political process is 
corrupt the insatiable appetite for campaign dollars has virtually turned the government into a stop and shock 
for every greedy and special interest in the country this election cycle will be less a marathon than a sprint 
with the first primary only five months away these candidates are facing the shortest pre-season in modern 
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facing the shortest pre-season in modern political history which means they can't afford many mistakes mary 
alice lisa with no clear front runners in the field do they all start out equal well some are some are more equal 
than other the strongest candidates are clinton and kerry although harkin also belongs in the top tier the 
republicans like to dismiss harken as george mcgovern with hare but he has a lot of support among these 
democratic interest groups who have a lot to say in the primary process in the second group are the 
candidates who still have to prove they can even compete songs who hasn't done much despite months of 
campaigning wilder who properly describes himself as the longest of long shots and finally governor brown of 
former governor brown of california i spoke to a democratic party chairman last night state party chairman 
who said that jerry brown has as much chance of winning the domination as he does of being elected pope 
and this man wasn't even a catholic well what about jesse jackson first he's on the verge of taking himself out 
of the race and then he makes noises about getting in well the read in los angeles that is that reverend 
jackson jackson is still more interested in preserving his power base than in running for election but he's not 
yet ready to declare that he isn't going to run in 92. all right thank you lisa one man who thinks that he can do 
a better job than president bush nebraska senator bob carey he's also a former governor of that state and 
today he became the fourth democrat to announce his candidacy for president nbc's andrea mitchell 
standing in front of the nebraska state capitol bob kerry described himself as a bold alternative to the legacy 
of ronald reagan and george bush they invoked morality but winked at greed they criticized the public sector 
but then robbed it blind the staggering cost of malignant neglect can be seen in the frustrated faces of the 
millions who cannot find work or pay for health care or make ends meet kerry is one of the few candidates 
willing to propose higher payroll taxes to finance expanded health care for him the need for medical 
coverage is 
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for him the need for medical coverage is deeply personal as a navy seal in vietnam he lost part of a leg and 
much of his spirit to a viet cong grenade and won the congressional medal of honor despite the injury he 
runs marathons but the war experience is fundamental to understanding his character after winning his 
senate seat he brought a victory celebration to silence and tears by singing the poignant verses of waltzing 
matilda then a big turkish shell knocked me ass overhead and when i awoke in my hospital bed i saw what it 
had done and i wished i were dead never knew there were worse things in dying as a war hero kerry can get 
away with taking political risks he opposed a constitutional amendment to ban flag burning we didn't die for 
the flag in vietnam we died for each other voted against the gulf war i cannot shake the conclusion that it 
would be a mistake for us to launch a war against iraq nobody's going to question his patriotism or his 
commitment to the united states he's proven that and that gives him a certain leeway on national defense 
and foreign policy that other democratic candidates won't have and conservative nebraskans seemed 
amused by their divorced governor's very public fling with deborah winger 76 said it was okay for debra to 
stay at the mansion only 74 thought it was okay for me to stay at the mansion in politics only a decade 
kerry's experience is mostly on domestic not foreign policy but that's a problem for all the democratic 
candidates andrea mitchell nbc news washington and now there are five on the democratic side the latest is 
45 years old a lawyer rhodes scholar governor of arkansas he is bill clinton who announced today that he 
wants to be the democratic presidential nominee nbc's lisa myers has more and our governor and the next 
president of the united states bill clinton clinton cast himself as an innovative alternative to what he called the 
visionless leadership of george bush 
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the visionless leadership of george bush when there is no national vision no national leadership no national 
direction a thousand points of light leaves a lot of darkness [Applause] i refuse to be part of a generation of 
americans that celebrates the death of communism abroad with the loss of the american dream here at 
home his prescription an ambitious agenda to make government work and help the forgotten middle class 
opportunity for all means giving middle class people along with poor people the help they need from 
government when they need it a star since first elected governor at age 32 clinton is driven less by ideology 
than by what works he overhauled his state's education system taking on democratic interest groups in the 
process this year fellow governors voted him the most effective governor in the nation bill clinton is the one 
candidate in this field has really gotten his hands dirty trying to make government work better name a 
problem clinton probably has a solution he promises tax cuts for the middle class a national health insurance 
program within his first year an overhaul of education programs giving every young american the chance to 
borrow the money necessary to go to college and pay it back sound expensive it is but clinton says he's 
against a tax increase i think there's a lot of money that can be redirected in the taxes americans are already 
paying to solve our problems and we ought to do that first that's probably wishful thinking clinton has been 
accused of talking like a republican because he insists that those who receive government help also must 
help themselves people think it's indelicate to say work is better than welfare like the other democratic 
candidates clinton has zero foreign policy experience but the bigger question is whether he'll be perceived as 
too moderate by the liberal activists who dominate the primary process lisa myers nbc news watch president 
bush 
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lisa myers nbc news watch president bush has yet to announce but you can see him campaigning if you 
know where to look on television these days it is a presidential perk the media savvy white house is making 
the most of nbc's john cochran has more tonight did you see the president on tv last week it was hard to miss 
him even if you ignored news programs and watched only prime time entertainment and when i want to feel a 
surge of patriotism or turn or even when i'm little need a little free advice about saddam hussein i i turn to 
country music what we are watching is either a president carrying out the duties of his high office or a 
president whose unannounced re-election campaign is getting a boost from the tv networks free of charge 


it's not just prime time shows there he is again an afternoon golf match nbc gave him free time two days ina 
row his people have finally awakened to the fact that he has become kind of the overseas president and not 
the american president so they're kind of bringing him back to the united states and the quickest way to do 
that is do it on tv other presidents have also appeared on tv entertainment shows but not as often as george 
bush take last night's docudrama on the war against saddam hussein we realize that as a nation there are 
causes worth fighting for even causes worth dying for the new york times tv critic accused bush of using the 
war either for his re-election or as a shameless exploitation of the grief of people who lost sons and 
daughters in the gulf the white house denies bush is exploiting anyone or anything but there is a new 
aggressiveness to his tv strategy partly due to the savvy of bush's new media guru doran smith who left 
abc's nightline so he could get george bush on tv instead of ted koppel and if the networks won't put bush on 
tv the white house has a strategy for that too the president's visit to a school last week was beamed all over 
the country with the help of a satellite rented by the bush administration with 27 
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the bush administration with 27 000 of taxpayers money bush's tv campaign shows sophistication and a 
knowledge of new technology and bush's aides say if journalists and his political rivals don't like it then that's 
a good sign his strategy is working john cochran nbc news the white house the democratic presidential field 
got candidate number six today former california governor jerry brown entered the race it's his third try for the 
presidential nomination brown chose philadelphia's independence hall to make his announcement casting 
himself as an outsider relying on small contributions and voter anger he said government has run like a 
private club the leaders of washington's incumbent party both democrats and republicans have failed their 
duty they've placed their own interest above the national interest they have allowed themselves to be 
trapped and in some cases corrupted by the powerful forces of greed it's time for them to go a 53-year-old 
bachelor brown is a maverick he trained as a jesuit before moving on to law school in california politics in 
1974 brown was elected governor a job that his father held before him after two unsuccessful presidential 
bids and a failed senate race brown stayed away from elective politics but now he's back in all of this political 
turmoil combined with a cloudy economy adds up to a quickly changing political climate nationally and that in 
turn has one of the democratic party's best known and most complicated governors testing the wind mario 
cuomo of new york nbc's lisa myers tonight they call him hamlet on the hudson for years to run or not to run 
for president has been the question october 13th after a meeting with supporters and they said you should 
think about it and i said okay i'll think about it october 17th i have no plans and i have no plans to make plans 
today the question is not complicated 
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today the question is not complicated getting to the answer is and i'm doing it as fast as i can through it all 
the political world has been in a dither pouring over cuomo's sometimes conflicting signals some democrats 
have had it the sooner that we can eliminate the distraction either by getting in or not getting in the better off 
it's going to be for the democratic party and for the american people others with cuomo's knowledge and 
apparent approval eagerly fanned the speculation even suggesting a draft cuomo movement the democrats 
need a prize fighter in the ring and mario cuomo is that champion there are strong reasons for cuomo to run 
he is eloquent cunning combative also the deteriorating economy simultaneously makes bush suddenly 
seem vulnerable and plays to cuomo's strength waging class warfare the thing that he brings more than 
anything else is a tenacity almost an anger at what's happened in the last 10 years and the brains to explain 
it but cuomo also has big time liabilities today an embarrassing headline about new york's continuing budget 
crisis which cuomo claimed was solved for the year new york now has the third worst bond rating of all 50 
states republicans claim cuomo also was vulnerable because of his record on taxes and crime and his 
opposition to the death penalty he wants to do for america what he's done for new york and that's a very 
scary prospect characteristically cuomo has put himself in a bit of a box he's questioned how he can run for 
president and manage new york at the same time but he also has said that to resign and run might be 


abandoning his state will he run who knows lisa myers nbc news of course john tom election day 1992 is 
almost a year away but you know something it's affecting the u.s government right now one example a 
couple of months ago 
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one example a couple of months ago somebody in the congress had a really good idea take a tiny fraction of 
the defense department's budget and use it to keep the soviet union from collapsing into anarchy this winter 
about one-third of one percent one-third of one percent of the defense budget part of the money was to 
facilitate the destruction of thousands of soviet nuclear weapons to keep them from falling into the hands of 
terrorists or third world countries this would greatly help the national security of the united states but one third 
of one percent of this year's defense budget amounts to a billion dollars and when other members of 
congress thought about the political effects of sending one billion bucks to the russians during hard times 
here at home panic set in there was no way they would go home next fall to explain why they voted to feed 
russians when americans were going hungry not while their opponents were buying attack ads on tv so this 
good and intelligent plan is dead killed by fear of defeat in an election that is 51 weeks away a vivid 
demonstration of a political truth everybody in washington these days is scared to death top to bottom and 
what about that one billion dollars they're not sending to russia will it be spent to help needy americans or 
kept in the defense budget stay tuned thank you john the president hits back hard with an attack on liberal 
economics this is nbc nightly news with tom brokaw reporting tonight from nbc news headquarters in new 
york good evening the economy is in trouble voters are in a rebellious mood and 1992 is just around the 
corner so today democratic presidential candidates ganged up on the president and he in turn ganged up on 
congress and new york governor mario cuomo was still deciding whether to jump in nbc's andrea mitchell 
tonight on the democrats jim kluszewski with the president in new york city andrea you begin please tom at 
their first joint appearance the 
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tom at their first joint appearance the six major democratic candidates were almost overshadowed by the 
man who wasn't there the democrats were in detroit the heart of the recession courting big labor but the afl- 
cio won't endorse anyone until it sees white puffs of smoke coming out of the state capitol in albany new york 
i'm doing it as fast as i can most candidates take a year to figure this out those already running took target 
practice on george bush blaming him for everything from the recession to david duke stands in the rose 
garden of the white house and says no to parental leave no to increases in minimum wage no to extended 
unemployment benefits we have to put george bush out and say once and for all that your kind of politics that 
gives us a david duke john david duke is the son of judge bush the biggest applause was for iowa senator 
tom harkin who has tailored his campaign to be a hit with labor it's time for a president that gets tough on 
trade don't lower our standards to theirs make them raise their standards up to ours unlike arkansas 
governor bill clinton who said workers have to shape up too and you always clap when people tell you what 
they want to hear but the truth is last year germany's productivity growth was three times ours japan's was 
four times ours some of the delegates said they're still waiting for the seventh man others are fed up knows 
mario can't make up his mind whether he wants to run for president i wonder what kind of president he'd be 
meanwhile cuomo is trying out campaign themes such as blame bush for new york's problems still you know 
you're the head of the of the ship here oh hold it slow down okay if you're gonna say i'm the head of the ship 
and therefore i'm responsible for the city taxes then president bush is the head of the fleet and he's 
responsible for the state taxes and the city taxes right well do you take any blame whatsoever oh no no i 
didn't no no wait i'm using your logic yeah if you're saying the captain has to what about the admiral does he 
take any blame cuomo has not confided in anyone 
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confided in anyone but leading democrats say that after putting on such a public display he has to run or else 
become irrelevant tom thank you andrea and as nbc's jim kolszewski tells us now the president came to 
governor cuomo's home state today to sharpen what has become his early favorite campaign theme jim and 
it's an old ronald reagan tactic tom to paint the opposition as bad news gloom and doom democrats thank 
you all very much at a fundraising luncheon for the bush quail campaign bush didn't even mention mario 
cuomo but lambasted democrats in congress under attack for the poor economy and accused of having no 
domestic agenda bush struck back i am not going to be the javelin catcher for the liberals that run the 
congress anymore bush revived an old republican tactic said he was tired of the democrats liberal litany of 
what's wrong with america sometimes they get this sinking feeling that the democrats believe that they can 
win only if times are bad they have a vested interest in seeing us fail and what a tawdry negative way to view 
this the greatest country in the face of the earth bush blamed the democrats for playing politics blocking his 
domestic agenda democrats accused bush of lack of leadership we don't have a problem of political 
bickering we have a problem of a lack of presidential leadership even presidential followership that's our 
problem and they're confident they've struck a nerve this man is on the ropes he needs another war bush 
himself acknowledged times are tough he issued a call for a reduction in credit card interest rates to try to 
breathe some new life into the economy the economy may be hurting but the bush quail campaign is in the 
chips bush raised more than two million dollars at this event alone and he's not even a candidate yet 
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and he's not even a candidate yet but bush is rushing to meet the december deadline for federal matching 
funds for the primaries the more he gets for himself the less they'll be left for all those democratic candidates 
in new hampshire today right-wing commentator pat buchanan made it official he will challenge george bush 
in that state's republican primary just 10 weeks from today buchanan accused the president of turning his 
back on american interest nbc's lisa myers has more tonight buchanan's words were music to democrats he 
said america's problems can no longer be blamed on liberals but on a republican president who betrayed his 
party it was not some liberal democrat who declared read my lips no new taxes and then broke his word to 
cut a seedy back room deal buchanan claimed the tax increase and bush's acceptance of the largest budget 
deficits in history caused the recession and what is the white house answer to the recession it was caused 
by its own breach of faith it is to deny there is a recession well let them come to new hampshire the new 
hampshire economy is such a disaster that many warn of a big protest vote i think mickey mouse could run 
against george bush and pick up 25 or 30 percent of the vote but mickey mouse doesn't have some of 
buchanan's problems buchanan has no experience as a candidate witnesses bafflement over what to do 
today when confronted with a baby and the landscape is littered with his at best insensitive remarks about 
blacks gays and jews there are only two groups that are beating the drums right now for war in the middle 
east and that is the israeli defense ministry and its amen corner in the united states buchanan once called 
aids nature's retribution against homosexuals this weekend he said this about blacks 
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this weekend he said this about blacks if we had to take a million immigrants in say zulu's next year or 
englishman and put them in virginia what group would be easier to assimilate and would cause less 
problems for the people of virginia buchanan does not have a prayer of beating bush but he may be able to 
embarrass him and even more dangerous to bush he could raise doubts about the president that democrats 
can exploit lisa myers nbc news washington for his part president bush wasted no time in responding to 
buchanan's challenge nbc's john cochran is at the white house now john how is the president handling 
buchanan's slogan america first he's dealing with it head-on tom this is the kind of issue the president feels 
comfortable with he's old enough to remember the america firsters from the 1930s and he firmly believes that 
isolation isolationism only leads to disaster despite an anemic economy and a challenge from his own party's 
right wing bush tried to appear bullish in the trading pit of the chicago board of trade he rang the bell to begin 
the day's agricultural trading but it sounded like the start of round one in the campaign fight bush never gave 
pat buchanan any free publicity by mentioning his name but he flatly rejected buchanan's threats to stop 
foreign aid and impose new barriers to foreign products i learned that lesson as a young kid just at the 


beginning of of world war ii and i don't want to see this country go back to america first and protection that 
will shrink markets and throw people out of work bush feels so strongly that he took a chance at last 
saturday's remembrance of the 50th anniversary of the pearl harbor attack bush angered some survivors of 
that attack when he went out of his way to call for economic cooperation between japan and the us although 
on some issues the differences between bush and buchanan are murky voters will have a clear choice on 
protectionism but bush holds buchanan in higher regard than the other republican 
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higher regard than the other republican challenger david duke the difference i don't think pat buchanan is a is 
a bigot and i don't think pat buchanan is a racist our new poll of voters eligible to vote in republican primaries 
shows bush comfortably ahead with 78 percent buchanan with 9 percent and duke with four percent but this 
prudent president will run scared and he will call on that certified conservative dan quayle to do missionary 
work with the republican right tom thank you john out of u.s politics and what some people are calling the six- 
pack the six democrats officially running for president this sunday all of america will get a chance to see 
them in the opening debate of the 1992 campaign nbc's andrea mitchell has a preview andrea tom sunday's 
debate is the first real test for the democratic candidates until now they've had so little national exposure that 
according to our latest poll two out of three americans barely know who most of them are less than 10 weeks 
before the new hampshire primary the campaign is for most people still a blur candidates have been 
auditioning for party insiders and each other in that small circle arkansas governor bill clinton has outshone 
the others that's sort of like saying mo is the smartest of the three stooges it also makes clinton a tempting 
target his more liberal competitors call him a warmed over republican example in a detailed foreign policy 
speech this week he is much more cautious than they about cutting defense first let's provide for a strong 
defense then we can talk about defense savings former massachusetts senator paul songas has almost a 
home state advantage in neighboring new hampshire like clinton songus has also challenged popular party 
positions opposes a tax cut for the middle class and giving somebody 95 cents a week as an economic 
recovery strategy is the democrats equivalent to voodoo economics nebraska senator bob carey a vietnam 
war hero has yet to find a campaign voice 
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hero has yet to find a campaign voice except when speaking about his injuries and the right to universal 
health care the government of the united states of america saved my life saved it without that assistance i 
wouldn't have been able to walk little attention is being paid to the iowa caucuses this year where favorite 
son tom harkin is the obvious winner harkin is a bush bashing liberal hot rhetoric sometimes short on facts a 
broad appeal to labor i want you to know i'm the only candidate for president that voted against sending your 
jobs to mexico on a fast track and i'm proud of it former california governor jerry brown is casting himself as 
an outsider attacking all the others with the barest of organizations virginia governor douglas wilder may 
have the most to gain from sunday's prime time tv and then there's mario cuomo still pondering even when 
giving blood if the state is in disarray if there's danger that you're financing maricoma's new public service 
campaign uh mine is a terrible thing to make up with cuomo still playing hamlet the others are having trouble 
getting attention and money that can all change on when they get a national audience sunday night tom 
thank you andrea the debate will be broadcast on most of these nbc stations the nbc radio network and npr 
sunday at 6 30 5 30 central key issue in the presidential campaign just now getting underway the democratic 
contenders fired some opening rounds sunday night in a nationally televised debate here on nbc it was the 
first of the season and nbc's andrea mitchell has the highlights for many americans it was the first glimpse of 
the six democrats what they saw was a spirited argument sometimes more amongst themselves than against 
the president on middle-class tax cuts we don't get one iota closer to competing with japan with a middle- 
class tax code you can't have consumer confidence restored until there's consumer cash in the 80s middle 
class incomes went down middle class taxes went up everyone's talking about a tax break for middle class 
and that's what that's what they're talking about a dollar a day 


00:42:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=OCejdW8qHJo&t=2520s 





they're talking about a dollar a day one dollar a day for a family on massive aid to the soviet republics well 
absolutely not i'm all in favor of humanitarian aid for medicine for example to get them the medicine if we get 
them through the winter and we nourish democracy and the growth of a market economy we'll generate 
american jobs frequently citing his own vietnam war experience kerry said george bush was too timid about 
helping the soviet republics too aggressive towards saddam hussein and when secretary of state baker tried 
to clarify what it was all about november 1990 saying with jobs jobs jobs i didn't believe that if it was true 
where are these jobs marching to his own drummer jerry brown at one point read a newspaper he spent 
most of the evening accusing the others of being owned by special interests try to follow the money and then 
you'll find what the problem is you seem to be saying that i'm somehow bought and paid for is that what 
you're saying are you saying that i'm bought and paid for i'm saying this system are you saying that i'm 
bought and paid i'm saying you're part of a system i'm bought and paid for by punching back kerry energized 
his campaign clinton avoided any mistakes they all ignored the man who wasn't there we'll know by the end 
of the week pretty much whether it's possible to make the new hampshire family i can't tell you because i 
don't know yet what the condition is going to be with the budget when asked who won the president pointed 
to himself but the race is still very early andrea mitchell nbc news washington and mario cuomo's on-again 
off-again presidential campaign tonight is off period for 1992 at least mostly for sure new york state's budget 
crisis was the official reason nbc's lisa myers it took 70 tortuous days but this afternoon cuomo finally was 
forced to decide in the end he could not overcome his state's budget crisis it's my responsibility as governor 
to deal with this extraordinarily severe problem were it not i would travel to new hampshire today and file my 
name as a candidate in its presidential primary that was my 
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in its presidential primary that was my hope and i prepared for it but it seems to me i cannot turn my attention 
to new hampshire while this threat hangs over the head of the new yorkers that i've sworn to put first cuomo 
said he theoretically could enter the presidential race later after the state's budget gap is closed but i accept 
the judgment of the national chairman of our party that it would be in the best interest of the democratic party 
that i abandoned any such effort now it clearly was a difficult moment for cuomo who would have been the 
favorite had he entered the race i would be less than honest if i did not admit to you my regret at not having 
the chance to run for president some close to cuomo believe he still can run in 1996. others think he's given 
up his chance to be president forever he had his best chance in 1992 and by 1996 the world have passed by 
although cuomo's decision was terrific news for the six democratic presidential candidates they kept their 
glee under wraps and i have to tell you that at this very moment i just feel great sympathy for him and great 
empathy with him and i believe that the all the attention that's been focused upon governor cuomo's difficult 
decision now being off the attention will restore again to this tremendous challenge of restoring economic 
prosperity to this country and this today from the man cuomo had hoped to challenge if you had asked me 
yesterday do you think he'll run or not i probably would have brought on to the conventional wisdom that he 
might i have not heard the reasons or anything but i respect his decision the democratic presidential race is 
now wide open unless lightning strikes one of the six current candidates men most americans have never 
even heard of will be the next democratic nominee for president lisa myers nbc news washington but plenty 
of others are in the race especially democrats 
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especially democrats will this campaign be like previous ones more rhetoric than reason more sound than 
substance jamie gangale looks at what's happening in new hampshire since 1952 no president has won the 
white house without winning here first and with two months to go the race for new hampshire is on and it will 
be tough new hampshire for harkin saugus for president the pictures are familiar campaign offices in full 
swing candidates pumping hands but this year new hampshire party leaders say voters want more than just 
slogans and photo ops four years ago eight years ago twelve years ago the the people listened to the 
celluloid presentation that they got voted on an image uh this year they want to vote on substance they want 
to hear the candidates over and over and in depth on the issues that affect their family their quality of life 
their future before they decide who they're going to support at the top of the list new hampshire voters are 


worried about the economy education and health care so sound bites are out substance substances in and 
the candidates find they are being closely interrogated by voters most of whom are undecided is money 
going to be coming from the federal government though 87 would come through federal taxes 13 state so it 
would be about 180 some million dollars in the property tax relief for new hampshire more than 60 
candidates have signed up in new hampshire including a mark twain look alike the comedian pat paulson 
and running for the 10th time 84 year old harold stassen but for the six serious democrats it will be the issues 
that decide this wide open race jamie gangel nbc news washington 
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